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• The Israeli navy systematically subjects Palestinian fishermen

shore of the Gaza Strip to arbitrary detention
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Illegality of Israel’s actions against 
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• The right to food is a human right recognized under international law

this right to imply that every human being has, 

be able to feed oneself, either through 

nutritious and quantitative values. 

 

• According to General Comment 12 of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights (Committee on ESCR)

woman and child, alone or in community with others, has physical and economic access 

at all times to adequate food or means for its procurement.”

 

• The key elements of the right to food are availability, 

Gaza’s arable land and 85% of Gaza’s fishing waters 
                                                           
1A detention is deemed arbitrary, in the sense of Article 9 (1) ICCPR
the person being arrested being “informed, at the time of arrest, of the reasons for his arrest
informed of any charges against him,” 
Political Rights, including the Question of Torture and Detention” 
Arbitrary Detention. 
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the right to an adequate standard of living, codified in Article 11 of the International 

Covenant on Social, Economic and Cultural Rights and in Article 24 (2)(c) and 27 (3) of 

the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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expanding ‘no go area’ and restrictions on imports into Gaza continue;

enforcement of these measures, Israel is actively limiting the availability of food in the 

made man-maintained unemployment crisis and 

further cause many Palestinians to lack the necessary financial resources 

adequately diverse and sufficiently nutritious foods for their families, leading 

to widespread malnutrition across Gaza.   

ongoing closure, and denial of access to fishing waters and farmlands
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the right to an adequate standard of living, codified in Article 11 of the International 

Covenant on Social, Economic and Cultural Rights and in Article 24 (2)(c) and 27 (3) of 
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which is prohibited under Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

farmers’ and fishermen’s freedom of movement, and consequent lack of 
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, which are guaranteed under the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
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The destruction of crops, irrigation systems, and farming equipment during land razing 

operations not only constitutes a serious violation of the right to the food

destroying immediate food supplies; it also prevents families from 
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• Israel, as the Occupying Power, 

Palestinians in the Gaza Strip

therefore, obliged to ensure 

necessary foodstuffs to the people it occupies “

are inadequate.” The high rates of 

unemployment in the Gaza Strip

responsibilities as the Occupying Power and supplement th
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 Article 55 Fourth Geneva Convention 

 
Israel, as the Occupying Power, has a legal obligation to provide for the basic needs of 

Palestinians in the Gaza Strip “to the fullest extent of the means available to it

ensure that adequate food supplies are available and 

necessary foodstuffs to the people it occupies “if the resources of the occupied territory 
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responsibilities as the Occupying Power and supplement the existing shortages. Instead, 

Israel’s forces continue to exacerbate the crisis, while international humanitarian 

s are forced to fill the chronic vacuum resulting from the illegal closure
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